


























































































































































waiver" means tlte date 011 wlticlt tlte waiver is permanently expired pursuant to subsection 5 

of sectio1114 of tit is regulation. 

5. The water from the well may not be used for any purpose other than the purpose set fo1th

in the waiver without the written approval of the State Engineer. 

6. A waiver will not be granted pursuant to this section if the State Engineer determines that

the quantity of water requested will adversely affect or impair existing water rights or domestic 

wells. 

7. A waiver granted in accordance witlt tltis section is valid for up to 1 year after tlte date

011 wlticlt tlte waiver is approved and may be extended pursuant to section 14 of t/tis 

regulation. 

Sec. 78. NAC 534.446 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

534.446 1. A request for a waiver to allow the temporary use of water from an existing 

well for the construction of a highway, or to drill a well and use the water from the well for the 

construction of a highway, must be submitted to the State Engineer in writing, accompanied by 

tlte fee required pursuant to NRS 533.435 and leontain:I include, wit/tout limitation: 

(a) The location of the proposed water well by public land survey ht and global positioning

system coordinates, county assessor's parcel number, map of the vicinity and plat map; 

(b) The project and contract number, if applicable;

( c) The total amount of water that will be used from the well each day;

( d) The name, address and telephone number of the contractor responsible for plugging the

well, and the name, address and telephone number of the owner of the land where the well will 
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be located if the owner is not the person responsible for plugging the well in accordance with 

NAC 534.420; 

( e) fAt If tlte well is or will he located Oil public lalld, a notarized affidavit, on a form

prescribed by the Division, from the person who will be responsible for plugging the well upon 

abandonment acknowledging that responsibility; 

(f) The name, address and telephone number of a person who will be available to answer

questions concerning the project; faHe-1-

(g) The date the project is scheduled to be completed H; alld

(It) If a waiver is requested for multiple wells, a list amt tlte required informatioll for all 

wells for wlticlt a waiver is requested Oil the ''Additiollal Well Locatiolls" form. 

2. A waiver that allows the temporary use of water from a well for the construction of a

highway will bear a unique number preceded by the letter "C." The notice of intent Ito drill] 

submitted to the Division pursuant to NAC 534.320 and the Well Driller's Repo1t submitted to 

the [Division! State Engineer pursuant to NRS 534.170 and NAC 534.340 must bear this 

number. 

3. A copy of the waiver must be in the possession of the well driller at the drill site.

4. The well must be plugged in the manner prescribed in NAC 534.420 or authorized

pursuant to NAC 534.422 within 3 days after the completion of the project or [upon] expiration 

of the waiver, whichever occurs first. _For tlte purposes of tit is subsection, "expiration of the 

waiver" mealls tlte date on which the waiver is permanently expired pursuant to subsection 5 

of section 14 of tit is regulation. 
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5. The water from the well may not be used for any purpose other than the purpose set forth

in the waiver without the written approval of the State Engineer. 

6. The owner oftlte well must keep monthly records oftlte amount of water pumped from

each well to wlticlt the waiver applies and submit those records to tlte State Engineer wit/tin 15 

days after the end of each calendar quarter unless otherwise specified in the waiver. 

7. A waiver granted in accordance with this section is valid for up to 1 year after the date

011 wlticlt tlte waiver is approved and may be extended pursuant to section 14 of this 

regulation. 

Sec. 79. NAC 534.448 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

534.448 1. A request for a waiver to drill a well in a shallow groundwater system for 

removing water for the purpose of alleviating potential hazards to persons and property resulting 

from the rise of groundwater caused by secondary recharge must be submitted to the State 

Engineer in writing, accompanied by the fee required pursuant to NRS 533.435 and [contain:! 

include, wit/tout limitation: 

(a) The location of the proposed well by public land survey, and global positioning system

coordinates, county assessor's parcel number, map of the vicinity and plat map; 

(b) The project and contract number, if applicable;

( c) The total amount of water that will be used from the well each day;

(d) A proposed construction sketch oftlte proposed well;

(e) The name oftlte proposed well;
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(I) The name, address and telephone number of the person responsible for plugging the well, 

and the name, address and telephone number of the owner of the land where the well will be 

located if the owner is not the person responsible for plugging the well; 

[(e) Al 

(g) If tlte well will be located on public land, a notarized affidavit, on a form prescribed by

the Division, from the person who will be responsible for plugging the well upon abandonment 

acknowledging that responsibility; 

W)t (It) The name, address and telephone number of a person who will be available to 

answer questions concerning the project; faHd 

fg# (i) The date the project is scheduled to be completed H; and

0) If a waiver is requested for multiple wells, a list and tlte required information for all

wells for wlticlt a waiver is requested 011 the ''Additional Well Locations"form. 

2. A waiver to drill a well in a shallow groundwater system for removing water for the

purpose of alleviating potential hazards to persons and prope1iy resulting from the rise of 

groundwater caused by secondary recharge will bear a unique number preceded by the letters 

"DW." The notice of intent [to drill I submitted to the Division pursuant to NAC 534.320 and the 

Well Driller's Repo1i submitted to the [Division! State Engineer pursuant to NRS 534.170 and 

NAC 534.340 must bear this number. 

3. A copy of the waiver must be in the possession of the well driller at the drill site.

4. The well must be plugged in the manner prescribed in NAC 534.420 or authorized

pursuant to NAC 534.422 within 3 days after the completion of the project or (upon I expiration 

of the waiver, whichever occurs first. For purposes of this subsection, "expiration of the 
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waiver" means tlte date 011 wlticlt the waiver is permanently expired pursuant to subsection 5 

of section 14 oft/tis regulation. 

5. The water from the well may not be used for any purpose other than the purpose set forth

in the waiver without the written approval of the State Engineer. 

6. Written authorization from the appropriate agency for the discharge of dewatering water

must be submitted with the waiver request. 

7. A waiver will not be granted pursuant to this section if the State Engineer determines that

the quantity of water requested will adversely affect or impair existing water rights or domestic 

wells. 

8. Tlte owner oftlte well sltall keep mo11tltly records oftlte amount of water pumped from

each well granted in the waiver and submit those records to tlte State Engineer wit/tin 15 days 

after tlte end of eaclt calendar quarter unless otherwise specified in tlte waiver. 

9. A waiver granted in accordance witlt tltis section is valid/or up to 1 year after tlte date

011 wlticlt the waiver is approved and may be extended pursuant to section 14 of this 

regulation. 

Sec. 80. NAC 534.449 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

534.449 1. The owner of a well I, other than a ·well drilled for domestic use,) who wishes 

to obtain a waiver pursuant to subsection 7 or 8 ofNRS 534.060 from the requirement that a well 

be plugged must submit a written request for the waiver to the State Engineer. The State 

Engineer may, for good cause shown, grant such a waiver. (The State Engineer 'Nill not grant 

such a 'Naiver if the State Engineer determines that the well is dry or abandoned. The) 
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2. A waiver granted pursuant to this section is valid for up to 1 year after the date on which

the waiver is approved. !On or before the date on v,hich the 'Naiver is no longer valid, the! The 

owner of the well may submit a request to extend the waiverpursmmt to section 14 of this 

regulation or apply to make the waiver permanent. I, if appropriate, as determined by the Stale 

Engineer. 

� 3. A request for a waiver l, the e,Hension of a \Naiver I or to make a waiver permanent 

!made pursuant to subsection I) must:

(a) Be made on a form provided by the State Engineer;

(b) /11clude the location of the well by public land survey and global positioning system

coordinates and the county assessor's parcel number; 

(c) Include sufficient information and evidence for the State Engineer to determine that the

well is not in any manner defective, including, without limitation, that the conditions set forth in 

subsection 2 of NAC 534.427 do not apply to the well; 

l(c) Include! 

(d) If the well is located 011 a public land, include a notarized affidavit, on a form prescribed

by the Division, from the person who will be responsible for plugging the well upon 

abandonment acknowledging that responsibility; faAfl 

(d)I (e) Provide evidence that the well would be useful as a site for monitoring groundwater

H;a11d 

(I) If a waiver is requested for multiple wells, a list and the required i11formatio11 for all 

wells for which a waiver is requested 011 the "Additional Well Locations"form. 

Sec. 81. NAC 534.450 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
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534.450 1. [E>wept as othenvise provided in subsection 2, the) The State Engineer may, 

for good cause shown, waive a requirement of the provisions of this chapter. 

2. [The State Engineer will not waive the requirements set forth in subsection 4 of NAG

534.360. 

-------J.-;f A request for a waiver of a requirement of this chapter must be made in writing to the 

State Engineer, accompauied by the fee required pursuant to NRS 533.435 and include H,

without limitation: 

(a) A detailed statement of the reason for requesting the waiver and the section of this chapter

to be waived; 

(b) The location [or proposed location) of the well by public land survey hl and global

positioniug system coordinates and the county assessor's parcel number; 

( c) The name and address of the owner of the well;

( d) The street address of the location of the well or, if there is no street address, a description

of the location of the proposed well, including, but not limited to, common landmarks and cross

streets near the location of the well; 

(e) (The county assessor's parcel number for the location of the proposed well;

------fBt A description of the proposed design and a sectional drawing of the (proposed) well that 

includes the depths to the aquifers, the locations of the screens and seals and the materials that 

will be used; 

[(g) A) 
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(I) If the well is located 011 public land, a notarized affidavit, on a form prescribed by the 

Division, from the person who will be responsible for plugging the well upon abandonment 

acknowledging that responsibility; 

fWt (g) Any available data to categorize the hydraulic heads, water quality and permeability 

characteristics of the aquifer; faoo 

----fB-t (It) If a waiver is requested for multiple wells, a list a11d the required information for 

all wells for which a waiver is requested 011 the "Additional Well Locatio11s" form; and 

(i) Any other information required pursuant to the provisions of this chapter.

� 3. After reviewing the request, the State Engineer will issue a written notice of his or 

her decision to the responsible paity. 

� 4. Each waiver will bear a unique number preceded by the letter "R." The notice of 

intent Ito drill I submitted to the Division pursuant to NAC 534.320 and the Well Driller's Report 

submitted to the (Division! State Engineer pursuant to NRS 534.170 a11d NAC 534.340 must 

bear this number. 

� 5. The well driller shall ensure that the well complies with the provisions of the waiver 

and have a copy of the waiver in the well driller's possession when he or she drills the well. 

fH 6. The water from the well may not be used for any purpose other than the purpose set 

f01th in the waiver without the written approval of the State Engineer. 

Sec. 82. NAC 534.500 is hereby amended to read as follows: 

534.500 1. The Division shall assess demerit points against the license of a licensed well 

driller who is found by the State Engineer to have violated any provision of this chapter or 

chapter 534 of NRS pursuant to the following table: 
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Classification of Violations 

Notice of Intent/ Approval 

(Failing to subn1it J Setting up a well rig or commencing drilling, 

plugging or rehabilitation before a notice of intent (to drill to! is 

approved by the Division as required by NAC 534.320 .................. . 

Failing to notify the Division or obtain approval from the Division as 

required by NAC 534.370 if drilling is suspended or drilling 

equipment is moved from the drilling site before a well is 

con1pleted or plugged ...................................................................... .. 

Well Driller's Report 

Failing to furnish a copy of a Well Driller's Report to the State 

Engineer as required by NRS 534.170, intentionally making a 

material misstatement of fact in a Well Driller's Repo1t submitted 

to the State Engineer pursuant to NRS 534.170 or intentionally 

making a material misstatement of fact in an amendment to a Well 

Driller's Report submitted to the State Engineer pursuant to NRS 

534.170 ......................................................................................... [[[ 

Submitting a Well Driller's Report to the State Engineer pursuant to 

NRS 534.170 more than 30 days after a well is completed ............ .. 
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Maximum 

Demerits 

.. .. �50 

. ... �50 

........... 75 

. .......... 10 



Classification of Violations 

Submitting a Well Driller's Report to the [Division) State Engineer 

pursuant to NAC 534.420 more than 30 days after a water well has 

been plugged .................................................................................... . 

Licenses 

Intentionally making a material misstatement of fact in an application 

for a well-drilling license ................................................................. . 

A well driller failing to have the well driller's license card in his or 

her possession at a drilling site or failing to produce the license 

card when requested to do so by a representative of the Division as 

required by NAC 534.330 ............................................................... .. 

Failing to have a licensed well driller directly supervise at a well

drilling site when a drill rig is in operation or when any activity 

involving the construction, !reconditioning) reltabilitatio11 or 

plugging of the well is conducted as required by NAC 534.330. 

(Demerit points will be assessed against the license of the 

principal well driller for the well-drilling company and against the 

license of the well driller listed on the notice of [intent to drill.)) 

intent.) .............................................................................................. . 

Well construction and plugging 
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Maximum 

Demerits 

.. ......... 10 

.. ........ 100 

.. ......... 10 

........... 50 



Classification of Violations 

Failing to comply with any provision of this chapter which 

establishes standards for the construction, [reconditioning) 

reltabilitation or plugging of a well, including, without limitation, 

improperly placing the annular seal, constructing a well with 

substandard well casing, using improper products or procedures 

during the construction, (reconditioning) reltabilitation or 

plugging of a well and failing to protect against contamination ...... . 

Failing to make a well accessible to measurements of the water level 

of the well as required by NAC 534.430 ......................................... . 

Failing to prevent, control or stop the flow of water from an artesian 

well as required by NRS 534.060 and NAC 534.378 ...................... . 

Approvals 

(Drilling) Failing to comply witlt tlte requirements of NRS 534.065 

wlte11 drilling a replacement well (more than 300 feet from the 

location of the e>dsting point of diversion described in the permit, 

waiver or certificate or moving the replacement well outside of the 

40 acre subdivision described in the permit, waiver or certificate 

of V,'ater right in violation of NAG 534 .300) ................................... . 

--88--

Approved Regulation R068-20 

Maximum 

Demerits 

.. ......... 75 

. .......... 30 

.. ......... 30 

. .......... 25 



Classification of Violations 

Failing to comply with any term or condition of a permit, waiver or 

order issued by the State Engineer concerning the drilling or 

plugging of a well as required by NAC 534.330, including, 

without limitation, the depth of the annular seal, the location of 

perforations and the minimum or maximum depth of the well ........ 

Miscellaneous 

Any other violation of any of the provisions of this chapter or chapter 

534 ofNRS ...................................................................................... . 

Maximum 

Demerits 

.. ......... 50 

.. ...... To be 

determined by 

the Division 

based on the 

severity of the 

violation, but 

not to exceed 

100 

2. The Division shall assess demerit points against the license of a well driller only:

(a) After the State Engineer makes a finding that the well driller has violated a provision of

this chapter or chapter 534 of NRS as provided in subsection 1; 
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(b) After the Division gives written notice of an alleged violation to the well driller by

registered or certified mail to the last known address of the well driller which specifies the 

provision of this chapter or chapter 534 of NRS that the well driller is alleged to have violated; 

(c) If, within 30 days after the date on which the well driller receives a notice of an alleged

violation sent pursuant to paragraph (b ), the well driller has failed to respond to the notice of an 

alleged violation or provides a response to the notice of an alleged violation that is 

unsatisfactory, as determined by the Division; and 

(d) After the conditions set forth in paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) are satisfied, regardless of

when the violation occurred. 

3. If a licensed well driller accumulates f-1-00t 16 9 or more demerit points, the State

Engineer fmay,) will, after giving notice and holding a hearing pursuant to NRS 534.160 to 

determine that the violations which resulted in the demerit points occurred, require the licensed 

well driller to comply with specified conditions imposed 011 his or her license or suspend or 

revoke the license of the well driller indefinitely. 

4. If the State Engineer suspends or revokes the license of a well driller, the Division shall

notify the well driller that his or her license is suspended or revoked, as applicable, and the well 

driller is prohibited from engaging in any activity for which a well-drilling license issued 

pursuant to NRS 534.140 is required until the license of the well driller is reinstated. 

f4.-t 5. A well driller whose license has been suspended pursuant to subsection 3 may have 

the license reinstated if: fthe 1.vell driller:] 

(a) [Satisfies) The well driller satisfies the requirements set forth in subsection 2 ofNAC

534.293; 
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(b) !Appears before the State Engineer at a hearing and the) Tlte State Engineer finds that the

well driller is competent to engage in the practice of well drilling in the State of Nevada; and 

( c) [Resolves) Tlte well driller resolves any outstanding complaints related to .his or her

license as a well driller to the satisfaction of the Division. 

fS"1 6. An order revoking the license pursuant to subsection 3 is final unless an action for 

review is.filed pursuant to NRS 533.450. 

7. The Division shall reduce the number of demerit points accumulated against the license

of a well driller whose license has been suspended or revoked pursuant to subsection 3 and 

reinstated [pursuant to subsection 41 to zero. 

� 8. Demerit points assessed against the license of a well driller may be removed by the 

Division as follows: 

(a) Five demerit points may be removed for each credit unit of continuing education

approved by the Division and successfully completed by the well driller, as determined by the 

Division up to a maximum of 50 points per year. The credit units of continuing education that 

must be completed for the purposes of the removal of demerit points pursuant to this paragraph 

are in addition to those required by NAC 534.2923. 

(b) One-half of the demerit points assessed against the license of a well driller may be

removed if the well driller is determined by the State Engineer to not have violated a provision of 

this chapter or chapter 534 ofNRS for the entire year [before his or her license is required to be 

renev;ed pursuant to NRS 534 .140.) after tlte demerits were assessed. 
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( c) Twenty demerit points may be removed if the well driller takes and passes the written

examination for a license as a well driller. The Division may remove demerit points pursuant to 

this paragraph once every [other) year. 

(d) All the demerit points assessed against the license of a well driller will be removed if, 

following the assessment of the last demerit against the license of tlte well driller, tlte well 

driller is not assessed any demerit points for 4 years. 

Sec. 83. NAC 534.165, 534.192, 534.235, 534.358, 534.4367, 534.43763, 534.43767, 

534.4377 and 534.438 are hereby repealed. 

TEXT OF REPEALED SECTIONS 

534.165 "Observation well" defined. (NRS 534.020, 534.110) "Observation well" 

means a borehole in which a temporary casing has been set and which is used to observe, test 

and measure the elevation of the water table, the pressure variations within an aquifer and the 

movement of contaminants inside or outside a zone of saturation. 

534.192 "Seismic shot hole" defined. (NRS 534.020, 534.110) "Seismic shot hole" 

means a borehole in which an explosion is detonated to assist studies of the geology of the earth. 

534.235 "Well bore" defined. (NRS 534.020, 534.110) "Well bore" means a cylindrical 

hole made in the construction or drilling of a well. 
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534.358 Construction of well: Compliance with chapter 445A of NAC in certain 

circumstances. (NRS 534.020, 534.110) If a well is regulated by the Bureau of Safe Drinking 

Water of the Division of Environmental Protection of the State Depaitment of Conservation and 

Natural Resources, the well must be constructed in accordance with chapter 445A ofNAC. 

534.4367 Drive point wells. (NRS 534.020, 534.110, 534.140) 

1. A well driller may construct a drive point well without placing in the annular space of the

well the gravel pack and seals required pursuant to NAC 534.4357. 

2. The diameter of the casing used in a drive point well which is not constructed pursuant to

the provisions ofNAC 534.4357 must not be larger than 2 inches in nominal size. 

3. A drive point well which is not constructed pursuant to the provisions ofNAC 534.4357

must be plugged within 60 days after the well is constructed. Upon abandonment, the casing 

must be removed from the well bore and the well bore must be plugged in the manner provided 

in NAC 534.4371. 

534.43763 Electrical cathodic protection conductor deemed specific type of 

instrumentation borehole. (NRS 534.020, 534.110) For the purposes of this chapter, an 

electrical cathodic protection conductor is a pa1t of a system to prevent corrosion or to provide 

electrical grounding and is deemed to be a specific type of instrumentation borehole. 

534.43767 Core hole deemed specific type of borehole. (NRS 534.020, 534.110) For the 

purposes of this chapter, a core hole is deemed to be a specific type of borehole. 

534.4377 Treatment of certain holes as boreholes. (NRS 534.020, 534.110) 

1. If the construction of a seismic shot hole or a hole used for the installation of electrical

conductors as pait of a system to prevent corrosion or provide electrical grounding may cause 
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waste or contamination of the groundwater, the hole shall be deemed a borehole for the purposes 

ofNAC 534.4369 and 534.4371. 

2. Any borehole which is drilled for oil, gas or geothermal resource observation,

temperature gradient survey, production or injection purposes shall be deemed a borehole for the 

purposes ofNAC 534.4369 and 534.4371, unless another governmental agency has requirements 

that are the same as or more strict than the requirements of this chapter. 

3. Any borehole which is drilled for oil, gas or geothermal resource observation,

temperature gradient survey, production or injection purposes, and which has casing or tubing 

installed for more than 60 days, shall be deemed a well or a monitoring well for the purposes of 

NAC 534.4351 to 534.4365, inclusive, and subsection 6 ofNAC 534.4371, unless another 

governmental agency has requirements that are the same as or more strict than the requirements 

of this chapter. 

4. Any borehole drilled for geothermal heat loop installation shall be deemed a borehole fo11 

the purposes ofNAC 534.4369 and 534.4371, unless another governmental agency has 

requirements that are the same as or more strict than the requirements of this chapter. 

534.438 Prerequisites to using bentonite grout to seal, grout or plug borehole. (NRS 

534.020, 534.110) Before using bentonite grout to seal, grout or plug a borehole, the 

responsible project geologist, hydrologist or engineer using the bentonite grout must: 

1. Consider the geology encountered in the borehole and any requirements set forth in this

chapter or chapter 534 of NRS in his or her selection of the bentonite grout; 

2. Mix the bentonite grout and place the bentonite grout in accordance with specifications

recommended by the manufacturer; and 
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3. Place additional cement plugs as necessary, across low permeability geologic formations

encountered in the borehole, to ensure that no water can move vertically in the borehole. 
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INFORMATIONAL STATEMENT FOR ADOPTED REGULATIONS, 

AS REQUIRED BY NRS 233B.066 

LCB FILE R068-20 

The following statement is submitted for adopted amendments to Nevada_ Administrative 
Code (NAC) Chapter 534. 

1. A clear and concise explanation of the need for the adopted regulation.

The Division of Water Resources (Division) is amending existing regulations to clarify and 
simplify existing language, and to update descriptions of materials and methods used, in order to 
reflect current best practices in the water well and related drilling industry. The amendments 
included updated definitions; licensing, renewal and examination procedures; continuing 
education requirements; license reinstatement procedures; limited scope licenses; duties of well 
drillers in designated and non-designated basins; drilling of domestic wells; Notices of Intent to 
drill/plug a well and well driller reports; responsibilities of drillers at well drilling sites; drilling, 
construction and plugging of water wells, monitoring wells and boreholes; waivers; and 
enforcement of the regulations and statutes. 

2. A description of how public comment was solicited, a summary of public response,

and an explanation how other interested persons may obtain a copy of the summary.

On November 8, November 18, and November 20, 2019, the Division held workshops in Las 
Vegas, Carson City, and Elko, respectively. The proposed regulations were also posted on the 
Division website. Questions from the public posed at the workshop were addressed by Division 
staff, and written comments were accepted until December 13, 2019. 

Following the workshop, the Division held a formal public hearing to adopt the regulation on 
December 1, 2020. Due to COVID-19 and the Governor's Emergency Directive 006, there was 
not physical location for the hearing, and it was held virtually. A public notice for the hearing, 
including a copy of the proposed regulation and an agenda for the hearing, were posted on the 
Division website, the LCB website, the Division of Administration website, and provided to the 
Division's email distribution list for those interested in administration regulations and well drillers. 

The general public response was supportive of the changes being proposed in the regulations. 
Much of the public comment was questions seeking fmther explanation of how the proposed 
regulation would operate. Other public comment was requesting that the proposed regulations 
make changes that were inconsistent with other established law, which the Division explained it 
could not do. In response to many comments, the Division changed the proposed regulation and 
removed language determined to be unnecessary, contradictory, or unclear. 

A summary of public comment is available from the Division by contacting Shannon McDaniel, 
Smcdaniel@water.nv.gov. 
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3. The number of persons who:

(a) Attended each hearing: November 8, 2019: 6; Nov. 18, 2019: 7; Nov. 20, 2019:
31; Dec. l, 2020: 46

(b) Testified at each hearing: November 8, 2019: 6; Nov. 18, 2019: 4; Nov. 20, 2019:

12; Dec. 1, 2020: 3.

(c) Submitted to the agency written comments: 10

4. A list of names and contact information, including telephone number, business

address, business telephone number, electronic mail address, and name of entity or

organization represented, for each person identified above in #3, as provided to the

agency, is attached as Exhibit A.

5. A description of how comment was solicited from affected businesses, a summary of

their response, and an explanation how other interested persons may obtain a copy

of the summary.

Comments were solicited from affected businesses through a questionnaire sent October 11, 2019, 

to licensed well drillers, some of which own well drilling companies and to well drilling companies 

that operate in the state. The questionnaire requested input on the proposed changes and asked for 

additional information on the makeup of the companies including number of employees, and any 

anticipated adverse or beneficial economic impacts from the proposed regulations. The Division 

received no responses to the questionnaire. 

The Division also encouraged comment during the public workshops and at the December 1, 2020 

hearing. At the December 1 hearing, there was some discussion of impacts on businesses, but it 

was discussed as no negative effect. The recording of the hearing is available from the Division. 

6. If the regulation was adopted without changing any part of the proposed regulation,

a summary of the reasons for adopting the regulation without change.

The regulation was amended in the hearing, prior to adoption. The changes were made to revert to 

the original language in NAC 534.065 regarding the definition of "cement-bentonite grout," in 

section 19; to correct a clerical error on the required minimum depth of well casing, in section 52; 

and to remove a certified or registered mail requirement in section 14. The amendments were made 

in response to public comment. 

7. The estimated economic effect of the adopted regulation on the businesses which it is

to regulate and on the public. These must be stated separately, and each case must

include:

(a) Both adverse and beneficial effects; and

(b) Both immediate and long-term effects.
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Regulated Business/Industry. The regulation will have no adverse economic impact on regulated 

business or industry. Some regulated businesses may have an economic benefit due to the 

simplified process to have extensions of well waivers handled in the new process where multiple 

wells of the same type can be extended under a single application. 

The effects will be both immediate and long-term, primarily as well waivers expire and are due 

for renewal. 

Public. The regulation will have no economic impact on the public. 

8. The estimated cost to the agency for enforcement of the adopted regulation.

With the adopted amendments, there is no additional cost to the agency for enforcement of the 

adopted regulations. 

9. A description of any regulations of other state or government agencies which the

proposed regulation overlaps or duplicates and a statement explaining why the

duplication or overlapping is necessary. If the regulation overlaps or duplicates a

federal regulation, the name of the regulating federal agency.

The adopted regulations do not overlap, duplicate, or conflict with any regulations of other 

governmental agencies. 

10. If the regulation includes provisions that are more stringent than a federal regulation

which regulates the same activity, a summary of such provisions.

There are no federal regulations that apply. 

11. If the regulation provides a new fee or increases an existing fee, the total annual

amount the agency expects to collect and the manner in which the money will be used.

This regulation does not provide a new fee or increase an existing fee. 
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